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November 2022

For multiple reasons, November is a wonderful month for me. On the personal side, it is a month of family
celebrations. It was the month my mother was born, the month of my parents’ anniversary, and until covid
hit, the month of the Anderman Family Feed Fest otherwise known as Thanksgiving, when up to 75
members of my grandfather’s family would gather to celebrate the day and reconnect as aunts, uncles,
cousins, nieces, nephews, grandchildren, grandparents, in-laws, and a few friends who became honorary
members of the family.
While my parents have now both gone to glory and the Feed Fest seems to have run its course, November is
still a wonderful month filled with blessed reminders of God’s love. The month begins with All Saints’ Day,
celebrated on November 1. (As a church we will celebrate All Saints’ on Sunday, November 6th.) This year,
All Saints’ remembrances take on special significance as I will be remembering my father who has been
added to the list of the saints in glory. This year, I will not only be remembering dad, I will also be
celebrating the lives of several long-time members of the congregation that I came to know and love in my
first few years here at Palmyra First.
Though the family Thanksgiving meal is no longer as large as it once was, it is still an important day to
remember all the blessings that come from God. I will celebrate, remember, and give thanks for life, health,
great medical care, a warm home, loving family, and the blessings of being a part of this great church known
as Palmyra First Church.
The last Sunday of the month, November 27 th, is the first Sunday of Advent when we are challenged to be
ready for two related events: 1. The birth of our Savior and 2. The return of that same Savior.
For the first Sunday in Advent, we will have decorated the sanctuary with the Christmas wreaths, bows,
candles, nativity scenes, and other decorations of the season. We will begin, in earnest, preparing for
Christmas season with all its traditions and services, but we will be doing all that with an eye toward the
future, knowing the reason Jesus came to earth. We will spend the first Sundays of Advent doing some soul
searching to be sure we are right with God so we too will ultimately be counted among the saints in glory.
For the second half of Advent, we will be giving thanks that God choose to come to earth as a humble baby
to ultimately pay the price for our sins.
November is a month to count our blessings. I urge you to take time this month to reflect on all God has
done for you. God has given us our family, our friends, and our church. God has given us life and offered us
the gift of eternal life through Jesus Christ.
Wow, what a blessing!
What are you most grateful for in this season of Thanksgiving?
Grace & Peace,
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Worship Themes for November at Palmyra First
The first Sunday of November is traditionally celebrated as All Saints’ Sunday. This year, we will recognize
those folks who have gone to glory in the past year. We will not only celebrate the symbolic heavenly
banquet (A.K.A. Holy Communion), but we will also fellowship around the tables with a potluck lunch. The
church will be providing Chicken Cordon Bleu and you are invited to bring a side dish, salad, or desert to
share.
The last Sunday in November is the first Sunday in Advent so the color of our paraments will change three
times and feature three different colors. They will be white for All Saints’ Sunday, green for the second
Sunday representing the growth color of Kingdomtide, then back to white for Christ the King Sunday, and
finally purple for Advent.
Our worship themes for the month of November and early December are as follows:
November 6th, All Saints’ Sunday: On this special Sunday, we remember all those who have faithfully lived
and faithfully died. On All Saints’ Sunday we will hear a message of hope based on the Christian
understanding of resurrection life. Our scriptures will be taken from Ephesians 1:11-23 and Luke 20:27-38
and the message will be titled “Life Everlasting.”
November 13th, the 23rd Sunday of Kingdomtide: How do you know when it is time to “Let Go?” When is it
time to say goodbye to an old tradition, old program, or even an old friend and move on to something new?
This week we will look at two stories from the Bible where God is getting ready to start something new, but
first needs to make a break with the past. What do you need to “Let Go” of in order to begin a new
relationship with the Lord. Our scriptures will be Isaiah 65:17-25 and Luke 21:5-19.
November 20th, Christ the King Sunday: Are you an optimist or a pessimist? “Do you believe the future is: A.
Bright or B. Dim?” Our message will examine the promises made in both Jeremiah 23:1-6 and Luke 1:68-79
as we try to determine if our future is bright or dim.
November 27th, The First Sunday of Advent: Advent is a four-week season of preparation leading up to
Christmas Day. While Americans are good at spending lavishly on Christmas presents and decorating our
homes, are we just as good at preparing for the promised time when we shall stand before the Lord at the
end of our earthly days? Have we been willing to ascend the mountain of the Lord to learn God’s ways? The
timing of our end is uncertain, but your ultimate fate need not be uncertain. Our message of “End Times”
will be based on both Isaiah 2:1-5 and Matthew 24:36-44.
December 4th, The Second Sunday of Advent: No matter how faithful our parents were to God, that is not
going to save us! We need to be prepared for the end of days by being right with God. Isaiah 11:1-10 gives
us a view of what we can look forward to and Matthew 3:1-12 tells us how to get ready. Our message will be
“Prepare.”
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Trustee’s Update
The Board of Trustees has made real progress in the past month on several projects:
Sealing the Gap
The gap in the plaster above the cornice work that conceals the lights in the sanctuary has been sealed!
The actual work only took two days to complete. To recap the situation, the gap was not new. It appears to
have been there since the sanctuary was built in 1955. The gap allowed heat to rise above the sanctuary to
the attic and bell tower. With the gap now sealed we should see positive results in our heating bill!
Boiler Project
With the weather having turned cold, the new boiler has proven to be fully functional. Meyer Oil still has a
visit to make to check on a few radiators, but in comparison to the boiler installation, this will be minor
work. We are grateful for the new efficiency of the heating system. With the new price of oil, we need all
the help we can get! Your contributions to the General Fund help fund the cost of oil that allows the
sanctuary and other parts of the building to be comfortable.
The Seltzer Retreat Center
Bill Woodring spent hours working on the fountain at Seltzer and had it fully functional just in time to host
a wedding and reception at the Center. In the past month, there has been a painting, cleaning, brush
removal, and stump grinding. The place looks fabulous. If you haven’t been to Seltzer lately, you are in for
a treat when you next see the place. Seltzer is the ideal location for a family reunion, retreat, or planning a
meeting for a small business. Spread the word about the facility. Reservations are made through Heidi in
the church office.
Church Clean Up
The church cleanup continues. Many of the myriad of partial cans of paint are slowly drying so they can be
safely disposed of in the dumpster. So far, over 40 cans of dried paint have been thrown away! Thanks to
the help dedicated members, we turned many unused items into cash at the recent yard sale.

Thank You to Everyone!
The Palmyra First Church and United Woman in Faith would like to take this time to say a heartfelt thank
you to all of you, for coming together and helping with the yard sale and blessing of the pets on October 8
and 9. Thanks to everyone who helped cleanup the basement and other nooks and crannies. The team was
filled with joy at seeing you all turn out with your donations of items for the yard and bake sale. We are glad
to let you know that Women in Faith received $292.00 for the bake sale donations, and First Church
received $405.70 from the yard sale. Yard sale proceeds have been deposited under Capital Improvements.
We have managed to see the hand of God at work. First Church is grateful for your support, kindness, and
love. Indeed you revealed the true foundation of this church is kindness and love. May the grace of the Lord
be with you all!
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Small Group Studies
Do you have prefect knowledge of God, revealed as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit? Of course not,
none of us do! That’s why Christian education is a lifelong experience. Our small study groups are
designed to help us more fully understand the faith. There are several different groups at First Church that
you can choose from including:
Our Sunday Adult study group, which meets each week in Fellowship Hall at 10:30 AM, discusses the
Christians perspective on the news events of the day. Lee Smedley facilitates the group using material called
“The Wired Word.” The material draws from the news of the week and looks at the issues from a Christian
perspective. The lesson is published via email on Thursday for use on Sunday. To keep up on the topics and
receive a copy of the materials for each Sunday, contact Lee at smedleylee@gmail.com and he will add you
to his distribution list so you are ready to participate in the discissions.
The Blessed Misfits, our midweek group, meets each Wednesday at 6:30 PM in the South Wing and via Zoom
for those who prefer remote learning or for other reasons are unable to meet in person. The topics rotate
between various books of interest to the group. The group is currently working on a book called “Conspiracy
of Kindness”, but will shortly move on to a new topic likely to be related to either Advent or Christmas. Each
book last between 4 and 10 weeks with most being in the 6-to-8 week range. For more information about
the Blessed Misfits, watch the weekly bulletins or simply contact Pastor Jim at pastorjim@palmyrafirst.org or
call Heidi in the church office at 717-838-2551.
There is also a Tuesday Woman’s Study Group that meets via Zoom. The contact person for this group is
Eileen Fox who can be contacted at foxeileen0@gmail.com.

Vision Team Updates
The Palmyra First Church Vision Team was instrumental
in helping Palmyra First sponsor a Blessing of the Pets.
About 14 dogs were present in person along another
being represented by a picture. In addition, we also had a
stuffed pet join in the blessing.
The group is already planning for a bigger event next
year, so save the date of Saturday, October 14, 2023 for
our next Blessing of the Pets. We will be inviting an
animal rescue organization, a veterinarian, and pet
supply store to join in the festivities. If you have a
connection to pet related business and are willing to help
make contact with them, please let the church office
know.
The Team continues to lay the groundwork for Celebrate
Recovery, a ministry for those with hurts, hang-ups, and
habits of all kinds. We expect to begin the program at
Palmyra First after Easter 2023. This gives us time to have
all the facilitators and background workers in place, and
advertising and supplies we will need for a successful
launch. If you would like to be a part of launching
Celebrate Recovery at Palmyra First, please see either
Pastor Jim or Mike Heimbach.

Partnering with Habitat for
Humanity for the Chestnut Street
Build
Work is underway to rehab a house just
outside of the city of Lebanon located at 1824
Chestnut Street. This house will have a special
relationship with Palmyra First Church as
some of the money we donated to Habitat
has been designated for this house that will
become the home to a deserving family.
Pastor Jim was present on Friday, October
21st to offer a blessing for the site. A site
blessing sets the tone for the work we do in
serving God by serving our neighbors. You
too can be about Serving Christ, Changing
Lives by participating in the build. While you
can volunteer on you own, Palmyra First has
a standing appointment to serve, which we
call First Fridays with First because we
volunteer each first Friday of the Month.
For more information about Habitat, contact
Amy Dellinger at amyd@homesale.com.
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Planning For Christmas
This year, Christmas falls on a Sunday making Christmas Eve a Saturday. Our worship schedule is listed
below.
There will be three Christmas Eve services, though one will not be on Christmas Eve itself! Each service will
feature Rev. David Williams reading his book “A Christmas Bedtime Story.” All three services will also offer
the sacrament of Holy Communion and end with the traditional lighting of the candles representing the
coming of the light of the world.
Thursday, December 22nd: our non-traditional “Christmas Eve” service will begin at 7:00 PM. It is designed
specifically for those who will be traveling during the Holy Days. The service will feature music by the band
that plays at our first service.
Saturday, December 24th: at 3:00 PM will be the first of two services on Christmas Eve. This service is
scheduled for 3:00 PM for families with younger children and for those who should not drive after dark.
Saturday, December 24th : at 7:00 PM our very traditional Christmas Eve service will take place. Since it will
be dark outside, the candles featured at the end of the service should be especially moving.
Sunday, Christmas Day, December 25th: we will hold our regular services at their usual times of 9:00 AM
and 10:30 AM. In keeping with Pastor Jim’s family tradition, he has “voluntold” his sister Lynea to prepare a
plumb pudding* for each of the services, which will be presented at each service and enjoyed after the
benediction.
Each of these services are invitational opportunities, so please invite your friends, relatives, neighbors, and
coworkers to join you in the celebration of this special time of the year.
*For those who do not know, plumb pudding is a very rich and moist cake made in a double boiler with
dried plumbs, nuts, flour, and other ingredients, topped with both a liquid lemon sauce, and sweet “hard
sauce” balls. In the Anderman household, it is brought to the table with flames atop the cake. (Very
appropriate for a birthday cake where 2022 candles would be difficult at best!) The recipe comes through
the family and was last modified by Pastor Jim’s grandmother who found it necessary to triple the recipe
and make extra hard sauce (Ask Lynea Anderman for the details). Grandma would not have booze in the
house, so the flame is created without an alcoholic beverage (again, ask Lynea how that’s done!).

Angel Tree Project
Our annual Angel Tree project will begin on October 30th,
2022. Angels will be available in the Narthex. For those who
do not know what the Angel Tree is, here’s how it works: you
pick a boy or girl, younger or older, and purchase one of the
gifts that is listed on the angel you select. You then bring the
present, unwrapped with the angel attached, to church no
later than Sunday, December 4th, 2022. When all the gifts are
collected, they will be picked up by the Salvation Army and
distributed during a special party for the families of the
recipients. We encourage you to share the joy of the
Christmas season with less fortunate boys and girls in our
community by participating in our Angel Tree project.
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November Awakenings Schedule
Every Tuesday and Thursday, The Awakenings Coffee Shop invites members of our community to join us for
coffee hour at Palmyra First UMC, 520 E. Birch St., Palmyra, PA from 8:30 AM-9:30 AM. Special guests will be
there on Tuesdays and the schedule for November 2022 is as follows:
November 1st: Lou Rotunda-Old “Batdorf” Restaurant
November 8th: Election Day-No Awakenings
November 15th: Eric Chaney-New Manager-Weis Markets
November 22nd: Bob Philips-County Commissioner (Lebanon)
November 29th: Travis Finkenbinder-Owner– Finkenbinder Funeral Homes

Ministry of Encouragement
“Mail A Smile Today” is a ministry that sends
unique and special cards/gifts to help raise the
spirits of someone who is down. We want to
encourage those facing surgery, fighting a disease,
going through cancer treatments or battling
depression and let them know someone cares and
is praying for them. Receiving one of these fun
surprises in the mail can bring a smile to their face
and remind them of God’s love. If you know
someone who needs some encouragement,
please email admin@mailasmiletoday.com or call
717-623-7452 and give us their name and mailing
address. Let us know briefly the details (surgery,
disease, cancer, etc.) and we’ll take care of the
rest. There is no charge for this service (it is run by
someone related to the church).

Blood Drive Events
The blood drive at Palmyra First UMC in October
was a great success! We had 120 folks registered
and 95 units of blood were collected. That means
about 300 people needing blood will be helped!
Blood is always needed, particularly at this time.
With Covid-19 still going around and the recent
hurricanes, blood is still being used. Thank you to
everyone for your help and donations!
Saturday, December 17th, Palmyra First United
Methodist Church is having another blood drive.
It will be located in the Fellowship Hall from 8:00
AM-4:00 PM. Each donor will receive a FREE 6 oz.
sirloin steak and two sides from The Texas
Roadhouse in Palmyra. An appointment is
recommended to donate. Please visit the Central
PA Blood Bank to schedule for donation at
717giveblood.org or call 1-800-771-0059.

Blessing of the Pets Day
We had a really good turn-out for the Blessing of
the Pets day on October 9th. There were lots of
dogs and “stuffed animal” pets on hand to be
blessed! Beautiful flowers were available thanks to
Palmyra Greenhouse. Plenty of photos, too. We are
so thankful to have had such great weather and a
special thanks to everyone involved who helped!
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Christmas Decorating
Do you have any plans for Friday, November
25th? Come help decorate First Church for the
advent season. We will meet at 9:00 AM.
Enjoy some coffee and donuts and be finished
by lunch. If you would like to help, let Judy
DeIvernois know by Sunday, November 20th.
A sign-up sheet will be at the Welcome Desk.
Thank you to all the church volunteers!

Discovery Dunes Update
GOD is GOOD! What a beautiful world we live in,
all through God’s handiwork. In this season of the
year, God’s lovely creation surrounds us. Take
time to enjoy it!
The Theme for last month was “David.” Students
constructed harps using fruit so that they might
“Dance like David Danced”. They made Friendship
bracelets for the story of David and Jonathan,
iced cookies to look like stones for David’s sling,
and made a scepter for King David. They sent
note cards to the “unwillingly absent” and
learned scriptures using sign language.
November we will learn about Solomon. “God
gave Solomon wisdom and very great
understanding.” I Kings 4:29.
November 6.......................Solomon Becomes King
I Kings 2:1-4, 3:1-15
November 13............................Solomon’s Wisdom
Proverbs 6:6-8, 10:1, 17:17
November 20...............................Build the Temple
I Kings 6:1-38

Charge Conference
The 2022 Charge Conference for Palmyra First
UMC will be held on November 10th at 5:00 PM
via Zoom. Members of the Conference are the
elected leaders of the church. We will gather in
the south wing for the meeting.

Upcoming “Sew What” Event
Our “Sew What” event that was scheduled for
November 6th has been re-scheduled for
November 19th from 9:00 AM-12 noon. If anyone
has any questions about the “Sew What” event,
please see Karen Douds.

All Saint’s Service On November 6th
Each year, we recognize the saints who have gone
to glory in the past year. If you have lost a loved
one since November 7th, 2021 and would like
them included in the November 6th service,
please email Heidi at admin@palmyrafirst.org.
Include their full name and date of death. You can
also give that information to Pastor Jim (in clear
writing). Deadline is November 2nd.

Caring Cupboard Volunteers
The Caring Cupboard is in need of volunteers.
They are looking for someone to help out the
second Saturday of every month from 9:00 AM12 noon starting November 12th. If you are
interested in volunteering, please contact Debbie
DiNunzio at ddinunzio51@gmail.com.

November 27.........................Dedicate the Temple
I Kings 8:6-20
Thank you to Betty Adams for taking over the
Discovery Dunes while Donna Hassenfritz was out
recovering. Donna would also like to thank
everyone for the cards, prayers, and good wishes
during her recovery!

November 11th
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Noah’s Little Ark Update

Back 1 hour
Sunday,November 6

All Saints Sunday Potluck Dinner
Please join us for a potluck meal on Sunday,
November 6th at 11:45 AM after the traditional
service. We will also be inviting the folks from
Noah’s Little Ark Preschool and the Bethany
United Methodist Church. The church will be
providing the main entree of Chicken Cordon Bleu
(chicken breast stuffed with ham and cheese) and
Chicken Nuggets for the kids. We are asking
everyone to bring an item to share with the rest
of the group. Please sign up on the sheet in the
Narthex or at https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/20F044DA5AF28AAFA7-allsaints. If you have
any questions, please contact Tracy at 717-6397964 or EMTOTR7@gmail.com.

This past month at Noah's Little Ark, the students
have been learning about the Fruits of the Spirit:
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. These
are great lessons for big and small alike!
We welcomed students from Lebanon Valley
College to do speech and language screenings for
our students. We are grateful for the opportunity
to work with LVC to provide this service to our
families.
Visits from the Palmyra Fire Company were
enjoyed by all. The kids got the opportunity to
climb in a fire truck and meet our community
helpers.
Our Fall Festival was a hit, as always! We did
everything pumpkin: each student got to decorate
a pumpkin, play pumpkin games, and enjoy
pumpkin treats. We love celebrating these special
times of year with our students!
We wish everyone at PFUMC a very Happy
Thanksgiving!

Happy 101st Birthday!
It’s Time for Poinsettia Orders
November is the time to order your Poinsettia
plants for Christmas 2022! The order deadline is
November 21st. We have available 5+ blooms in
Red or White. The cost per plant is $10 and they
may be picked up after the second church service
on Christmas Day. Cash or checks are accepted.
Checks can be made payable to Palmyra First and
mark them as “Christmas Poinsettias.” Order
forms are available at the Welcome Desk. Please
hand in your order forms in the church office or
you can call 717-838-2551 or email your order to
Heidi at admin@palmyrafirst.org.

For those of you who know Eva Mock, she will be
101 years young on November 17th! Happy
Birthday, Eva!! Her family has asked us to join in
the celebration by sending her a birthday card.
All birthday wishes can be sent to Eva at 1625
Palm Street, Hershey, PA 17033. Let’s make this
year a very special one for Eva!
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